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ormer Gov. Fife Symington says now that those strange lights that appeared over
Phoenix a decade ago were from another world and that he had a close encounter with

an alien craft on March 13, 1997.

"I'm a pilot and I know just about every machine that flies. It was bigger than anything that I've
ever seen. It remains a great mystery. Other people saw it, responsible people," Symington
said Thursday. "I don't know why people would ridicule it."

Symington, who was in his second term as governor of Arizona during the Phoenix Lights
incident, recently told a UFO investigator making a documentary that he had kept quiet about
his personal close encounter because he didn't want to panic the populace.

He repeated his story Thursday on CNN, saying the craft he saw was "enormous. It just felt
other-worldly. In your gut, you could just tell it was other-worldly."

LeBron James applauds son's University of Arizona commitment

Social Security: The Social Security Fairness Act: A $200 Billion Boondoggle

Former Tucson Police Chief Peter Ronstadt, brother of Linda, dies at 82

Scott Troyanos / The associated press 1997

People are also reading…

File: 2007 03 23_Arizona Daily Star_UFOs flew over Phoenix in 97 Symington says.pdf
URL: https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-

f1034df5d833.html

https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html#main-page-container
file:///
file:///weather/?weather_zip=85714
file:///newsletters/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///news/local/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/resources/wildfires/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///news/state-regional/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/news/local/business/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/news/local/crime-courts/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/news/nation-world/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/news/local/government-politics/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///archives//#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/marijuana/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/news-tip#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/eedition/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///eedition/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///e-edition-tutorial/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///archives/#tracking-source=menu-nav
http://arizonadailystar.az.newsmemory.com/ssindex.php
file:///store/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://circulars.tucson.com/
https://tucson.com/public-notices/#tracking-source=menu-nav
http://arizonadailystar.az.newsmemory.com/?special=Buyers+Edge
https://tucson.com/obituaries/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/tucson/browse#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///obituaries/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///obituaries/search/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/opinion/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Ftucson.com%252Fnews%252Fstate-and-regional%252Fufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says%252Farticle_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html%253Futm_medium%253Dsocial%2526utm_source%253Dfacebook%2526utm_campaign%253Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?&text=UFOs%20flew%20over%20Phoenix%20in%20%252797%252C%20Symington%20says%20%20&via=tucsonstar&url=https%253A%252F%252Ftucson.com%252Fnews%252Fstate-and-regional%252Fufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says%252Farticle_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html%253Futm_medium%253Dsocial%2526utm_source%253Dtwitter%2526utm_campaign%253Duser-share
https://wa.me/?text=https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html
mailto:?subject=%255BArizona%20Daily%20Star%255D%20UFOs%20flew%20over%20Phoenix%20in%20%252797%252C%20Symington%20says%20%20&body=https%253A%252F%252Ftucson.com%252Fnews%252Fstate-and-regional%252Fufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says%252Farticle_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html%253Futm_medium%253Dsocial%2526utm_source%253Demail%2526utm_campaign%253Duser-share
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Ftucson.com%252Fnews%252Fstate-and-regional%252Fufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says%252Farticle_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html%253Futm_medium%253Dsocial%2526utm_source%253Dfacebook%2526utm_campaign%253Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?&text=UFOs%20flew%20over%20Phoenix%20in%20%252797%252C%20Symington%20says%20%20&via=tucsonstar&url=https%253A%252F%252Ftucson.com%252Fnews%252Fstate-and-regional%252Fufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says%252Farticle_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html%253Futm_medium%253Dsocial%2526utm_source%253Dtwitter%2526utm_campaign%253Duser-share
https://wa.me/?text=https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html
mailto:?subject=%255BArizona%20Daily%20Star%255D%20UFOs%20flew%20over%20Phoenix%20in%20%252797%252C%20Symington%20says%20%20&body=https%253A%252F%252Ftucson.com%252Fnews%252Fstate-and-regional%252Fufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says%252Farticle_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html%253Futm_medium%253Dsocial%2526utm_source%253Demail%2526utm_campaign%253Duser-share
javascript:window.print()
file:///sports/arizonawildcats/basketball/arizona-mens-basketball-lebron-james-bryce/article_c72d5e68-c9d9-11ef-bbbf-471f0381f0e5.html#tracking-source=mp-in-article
file:///news/nation-world/business/social-security-the-social-security-fairness-act-a-200-billion-boondoggle/article_f0c7ab38-c3c7-11ef-8b1d-031bcae5d2b6.html#tracking-source=mp-in-article
file:///news/local/peter-ronstadt-linda-ronstadt-brother-former-tucson-police-chief-dies-82/article_e32abe6a-c7ce-11ef-8ceb-5f63b8883a6f.html#tracking-source=mp-in-article
https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html


4

5

3 arrested in Tucson Christmas Eve killing

Top 5 Best Testosterone Booster Supplements For Men’s Healthy Muscle Gain

The governor didn't let on at the time, instead poking fun at the whole thing.

He hosted a press conference a few months after the mass sightings to announce that his
Department of Public Safety had arrested the culprit responsible — a very tall bug-eyed
creature brought before the media in handcuffs.

He then unmasked the creature to reveal his chief of staff, Jay Heiler, who at 6-foot-4 made an
imposing, somewhat comical space alien.

Symington said the producer of the film "Out of the Blue," James Fox, originally sought him out
to talk about why he had spoofed the sightings but then asked if he had seen the lights.

"I said, 'Yeah, I got a good look.'"

Heiler said Thursday he isn't surprised Symington believes in UFOs.

He said his boss was a "Trekkie" who enjoyed discussing space travel. Heiler said Symington
was convinced that earthlings would be traveling to distant solar systems at speeds exceeding
the speed of light "in our lifetimes."

Listen now and subscribe: Apple Podcasts | Spotify | RSS Feed | SoundStack | All Of Our Podcasts

Heiler said he remained "the earthbound skeptic" in those talks.

Symington never mentioned his personal observation of the Phoenix Lights but was always
interested in getting to the bottom of it, Heiler said. "The DPS was at kind of a loss as to how
to investigate an alien visit."

Symington's June 1997 press conference coincided with his appearance in federal court on a
variety of fraud charges.

"It was a troublesome period to say the least," Symington said. He said he didn't need the
additional problems that would have come with the admission he had seen a UFO. He told
only his wife, he said.
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Symington was convicted of bank and wire fraud and had to vacate his office that September.
His conviction was later overturned and he was pardoned by President Bill Clinton before
federal prosecutors made a decision on refiling.

Tucson astronomer and retired Air Force pilot James McGaha said he investigated two
separate sightings over Phoenix that March night and traced them both to A-10 aircraft flying in
formation at high altitude.

McGaha said he talked to an amateur astronomer who observed the A-10s and to the National
Guard unit that flew them.

"It was clearly aircraft in formation, flying at two different times and then dropping flares and it's
clear to any rational person that's what it was," McGaha said Thursday.

McGaha said Symington "is not a trained observer and what he feels in his gut doesn't make
any difference."

Symington said he's always believed that life existed elsewhere. "The universe is a big place
and we're conceited to think we're alone."

"The universe is a big place, and we're conceited to think we're alone."

Fife Symington, former Ariz. governor

● Contact reporter Tom Beal at 573-4158 or tbeal@azstarnet.com.

Respond: Write a letter to the editor | Write a guest opinion

Subscribe to stay connected to Tucson. A subscription helps you access more of the
local stories that keep you connected to the community.

Be the first to know
Get local news delivered to your inbox!

* I understand and agree that registration on or use of this site constitutes agreement to its user agreement and privacy policy.

Email Address Sign up!

File: 2007 03 23_Arizona Daily Star_UFOs flew over Phoenix in 97 Symington says.pdf
URL: https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-

f1034df5d833.html

file:///morguetales/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///travel/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/life-entertainment/nation-world/recreation/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://community.tucson.com
file:///brandavestudios/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///news-tip/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://www.stringr.com/xlj0Mv6sR_6
https://tucson.com/classifieds/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///places/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///jobs/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://arizonadailystar.enclosurehomes.com/
https://tucson.com/autos#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///classifieds/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///deals/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/curated-commerce/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/customer-service/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///account/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///newsletters/#tracking-source=menu-nav
http://tucne.ws/subnow
https://tucson.com/contact/#tracking-source=menu-nav
https://tucson.com/apps/#tracking-source=menu-nav
file:///facebook
file:///twitter
file:///youtube
file:///pinterest
file:///instagram
file:///terms
file:///privacy
mailto:tbeal@azstarnet.com
https://speedway.tucson.com/letters/?action=letter&uuid=9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833
https://speedway.tucson.com/letters/?action=opinion&uuid=9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833
http://tucne.ws/1gv3
http://tucne.ws/1gv3
https://tucson.com/privacy/#tracking-source=in-article
https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html


The playlist is unavailable

Watch Now: Related Video

   

Arizona Daily Star Store

This is Tucson

Tucson Festival of Books

Sites & Partners
E-edition

Classifieds

Events calendar

Careers @ Lee Enterprises

File: 2007 03 23_Arizona Daily Star_UFOs flew over Phoenix in 97 Symington says.pdf
URL: https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-

f1034df5d833.html

https://tucson.com/search/?t=video,youtube&l=25#tracking-source=article-bottom
file:///facebook
file:///twitter
file:///youtube
https://www.instagram.com/arizonadailystar/
https://store.tucson.com/
https://tucson.com/thisistucson/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://tucsonfestivalofbooks.org/
https://tucson.com/eedition/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://tucson.gannettclassifieds.com
https://tucson.com/calendar#tracking-source=footer-nav
http://lee.net/careers/opportunities/?utm_source=newspaper&utm_medium=blox&utm_campaign=workhere&_gl=1*yeejf6*_ga*OTU5MTg3OTA2LjE2NDc5OTc5NDM.*_ga_F8FFLLVDEZ*MTY0Nzk5Nzk0MC4xLjEuMTY0Nzk5ODE2OS42MA..
https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html


Careers @ Gannett

Online Features

Sponsored Blogs

Get Healthy

Services
Register

Contact us

RSS feeds

Newsletters

Photo reprints

Subscriber services

Subscription FAQ

Licensing

Shopping

© Copyright 2025 Arizona Daily Star, PO Box 26887 Tucson, AZ 85726-6887
Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Advertising Terms of Use | Do Not Sell My Info | Cookie Preferences
Powered by BLOX Content Management System from bloxdigital.com.

File: 2007 03 23_Arizona Daily Star_UFOs flew over Phoenix in 97 Symington says.pdf
URL: https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-

f1034df5d833.html

https://www.gannett.com/careers/
https://tucson.com/online_features/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://community.tucson.com/
https://tucson.com/exclusive/get-healthy/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://subscribe.tucson.com/
https://tucson.com/contact/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://tucson.com/rss/
https://tucson.com/newsletters/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://tucson.com/reprints
https://account.tucson.com
https://tucson.com/faq/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://tucson.com/licensing/#tracking-source=footer-nav
https://tucson.com/curated-commerce/#tracking-source=footer-nav
file:///
file:///terms/
file:///privacy/
https://lee.net/advertise/tos/
file:///privacy/#ccpa
https://bloxcms.com
https://bloxdigital.com/
https://tucson.com/news/state-and-regional/ufos-flew-over-phoenix-in-97-symington-says/article_9b90333a-4280-5288-9f4b-f1034df5d833.html

